
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, 3 July 2014  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Public Relations and Economic Development 
Sub-Committee held at the Guildhall EC2 at 3.15 pm 

 
Present 
 
Members: 
Mark Boleat (Chairman) 
Deputy Douglas Barrow (Deputy Chairman) 
Roger Chadwick 
Sophie Fernandes 
Stuart Fraser 
Wendy Hyde 
 

Oliver Lodge 
Jeremy Mayhew 
Deputy Catherine McGuinness 
Ian Seaton 
Alderman Sir David Wootton 
Alderman Alan Yarrow 
 

 
Officers: 
John Barradell Town Clerk and Chief Executive 

Christopher Braithwaite Town Clerk's Department 

Paul Sizeland Director of Economic Development 

Isabelle Almeida Economic Development Office 

Tony Halmos Director of Public Relations 

Greg Williams Public Relations 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES  
Apologies for absence were received from Alex Deane, Tom Sleigh and Sir 
Michael Snyder. 
 
The Town Clerk reported that representatives of Quiller, the City Corporation’s 
Political Affairs consultants, were present at the meeting and the Chairman 
invited the representatives of Quiller to contribute to the meeting as 
appropriate. 
 
The Town Clerk reported that briefing notes on the Chairman’s recent visits to 
Shanghai and Paris had been put around the table for Members’ information. 
 

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. MINUTES  
RESOLVED – That the public minutes and summary of the meeting held on 8 
May 2014 be approved as a correct record subject to the inclusion of Alderman 
Alan Yarrow on the list of those present at the meeting, and the inclusion of 
Sophie Fernandes on the list of those giving their apologies for absence at the 
meeting. 
 
 



4. LONDON BOROUGH AND EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 2014 - RESULTS  
The Committee considered the report of the Director of Public Relations which 
provided details of the results of London Borough Elections in May 2014, and 
provided the opportunity to discuss the implications of the results of these 
Elections and the European Elections in May 2014 on the work of the City 
Corporation. 
 
Members particularly discussed the implications of Labour’s strong 
performance in Elections in London, the challenges facing the UK in working 
with the new EU Parliament, the implications of the likely appointment of Jean-
Claude Juncker as President of the European Commission, and the potential 
appointees as the UK’s EU Commissioner. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Sub-Committee notes the report. 
 

5. SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE REFERENDUM - SEPTEMBER 2014 - 
POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CITY OF LONDON  
The Sub-Committee discussed the potential implications for the City of London 
of the upcoming Scottish Independence Referendum, which would take place 
on 18 September. The City Corporation continued to remain neutral on the 
issue. 
 
Quiller explained that after gathering some momentum during the spring, polls 
indicated that the campaign in favour of independence appeared to have 
stagnated, and it was currently expected that the vote would be in favour of 
Scotland remaining as part of the UK. 
 

6. FINANCING EUROPE'S INVESTMENT AND ECONOMIC GROWTH REPORT  
The Sub-Committee considered a report of the Director of Economic 
Development which introduced a report by John Llewellyn Consulting (initiated 
by the International Regulatory Strategy Group’s (IRSG’s) Anglo-French 
Committee on financing growth and investment in Europe. 
 
The Director of Economic Development explained that the proposals in the 
report from John Llewellyn appeared to have support from the European 
Commission, and demonstrated an excellent example of the strong working 
relationship that had been developed with French colleagues. It was thought 
that this work would be a useful example of the strong working relationships 
that can be developed between the UK and other countries. 
 
A Member explained that he was surprised that there was no direct mention of 
European Long Term Investment Funds. The Director of Economic 
Development explained that there was an additional annex to the report from 
John Llewellyn Consulting which may include information on these Funds, and 
he would discuss this with the Member following the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Sub-Committee notes the report. 
 
 
 
 



7. UPDATE AND FORWARD LOOK ON THE ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL 
REGULATORY STRATEGY GROUP (IRSG)  
The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Director of Economic 
Development which provided Members with an update on the work of the IRSG 
since the Committee’s last meeting. 
 
The Chairman commented that the report provided further examples of the 
excellent working relationship that had been developed with French colleagues. 
 
The Director of Economic Development explained that in addition to the report, 
a draft consultation response from the IRSG to the Government’s balance of 
competences consultation on “Economic and Monetary Union” had been 
circulated to the Sub-Committee prior to the meeting for comments. Two 
Members noted that they had commented on the draft directly to the Director of 
Economic Development. The final response would be provided to Members of 
the Sub-Committee. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Committee notes the report. 
 

8. REVIEW OF THE EU ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY  
The Sub-Committee discussed the City Corporation’s EU Engagement 
Strategy. The Chairman explained that this would be a standing item for 
discussion at all future meetings of the Sub-Committee, but there were no 
changes required to the Strategy at this point. 
 

9. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE SUB-
COMMITTEE  
There were no questions. 
 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
There were no urgent items. 
 

11. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
RESOLVED – That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act. 
 

12. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE SUB-COMMITTEE  
There were no questions. 
 

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE SUB COMMITTEE AGREES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
There were no urgent items. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 3.45 pm 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Chairman 
 
Contact Officer: Chris Braithwaite 
tel. no.: 020 7332 1427 
christopher.braithwaite@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


